
Louisiana Medicaid
Access & Quality Through Expansion

SreyRam Kuy, MD, MHS

Chief Medical Officer, Medicaid
Louisiana Department of Health

1 1SreyRam Kuy, MD, MHS



Louisiana:  The Current State of Health
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An 'Unhealthy' Louisiana

 Louisiana struggles with poverty, 
among the poorest state.

 50th overall health ranking in the 
United Health Foundation’s 2015 
report

 50th in Infectious Disease

 Louisiana has 4th highest cancer 
incidence nationally and third highest 
among in the South in 2013. 

 Women’s Health: 50th in Country
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We cannot solve our problems with the 

same thinking we used when we

created them.
Albert Einstein
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1. Improve Access Through Expansion

2. Assess Expansion

3. Engage Stakeholders in Quality

4. Define Quality Targets

5. Integrate Quality, Transparency & Benchmarks

Louisiana’s 5 Step Strategy….

SreyRam Kuy, MD, MHS



Step 1:  Improve Access Through Expansion
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Since passage of Affordable Care Act (ACA) in 2010, the 
Supreme Court ruled that the states could choose to join 
the Medicaid Expansion element of the ACA

However, for years Louisiana believed “Medicaid 
expansion is not affordable and would not improve our 
health”.

But we can’t solve our problems with the same thinking 
we used when we created them

Medicaid Expansion is simple: Through the ACA, states 
may raise the income eligibility for Medicaid up to 138% 
of Federal Poverty Level, and receive a great match rate 
--> up to 100% but never lower than 90% Fed Share
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Who is Eligible for Expansion?
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 Louisiana went from 12% FPL to 
138%:

 LSU Public Policy Survey: Up to 25% 
of Louisiana 19-64 year old adults 
were uninsured prior to Medicaid 
Expansion  

 This is approximately 500k adults 
according to Families USA

 Enrollment goal for year one: 375K

SreyRam Kuy, MD, MHS



Medicaid Expansion: Who Benefits?
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Innovating Expansion
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Step 2:  Evaluate Expansion
Louisiana Lives Impacted Since July 1, 2016

331,000 New Adults!

331,000



Step 3:  Engage Stakeholders in Quality
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Women’s Health
Maternal Health
Pediatric Health
Pediatric Behavioral 
Health

Adult Behavioral 
Health
Adult Health/ 
Primary Care
Sexually 
Transmitted 
Infections (STIs)

Step 4:  Define Quality Targets

Louisiana Medicaid
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Step 5: Integrating Quality, Transparency & Benchmarks
A “Search By Score” Site

Dashboard Example

Louisiana Medicaid
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http://www.aliciaguidry.com/dashboard/index.html


Step 5: Integrating Quality, Transparency & Benchmarks 
A “Search By Score” Site: Evaluation of Quality Metrics

Louisiana Medicaid
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Step 5: Integrating Quality, Transparency & Benchmarks 
Evaluation of Expansion Early Wins

Dashboard Example

Louisiana Medicaid
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923

365

2,132
537
29

2,661
28

Women screened for breast cancer

Women diagnosed with breast cancer

Adults newly diagnosed with 

hypertension getting treated 

29,568

Adults newly diagnosed with 

diabetes getting treated 

http://www.aliciaguidry.com/dashboard/index.html


Step 5: Integrating Quality, Transparency & Benchmarks 
Evaluation of Demographics

Run Date: 10/3/2016

Male
35%

Female
65%

Expansion Population:  Sex 

Male Female

Urban
75%

Rural
25%

Expansion population:  Urban/Rural

Urban Rural

38%

50%

1% 2% 2% 8%

Expansion Population:  Race/Ethnicity
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1. Improve Access Through Expansion

2. Assess Expansion

3. Engage Stakeholders in Quality

4. Define Quality Targets

5. Integrate Quality, Transparency & Benchmarks

5 Steps to a Healthier Louisiana
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